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The State of the World’s Nursing Report
2020
The State of the World’s Midwifery
2020 Report

The year 2020 will mark the 200th anniversary of
the birth of Florence Nightingale. Other events are
the culmination of the Nursing Now campaign and
the release of two flagship reports by the WHO: the
first ever State of the World’s Nursing Report and
the third State of the World’s Midwifery Report.
The WHO say that the State of the World’s Nursing
Report will describe how the nursing workforce will
help deliver Universal Health Coverage and the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and
highlight areas for policy development for the next
three to five years. It will also provide a technical
description of the nursing workforce, including the
number and types of nurses, education, regulation,
practice, leadership, and gender issues.
The State of the World’s Midwifery 2020 will report
on the progress and the future challenges to deliver
effective coverage of quality midwifery services.
Previous midwifery reports were published in 2011
and 2014.
The two reports will inform national policy dialogue
on strengthening nursing and midwifery and
accelerating progress to achieve the SDGs. The
WHO consider that the evidence base on the role of
nurses and midwives can help drive the
development of national workforces and unlock
investment in nursing, midwifery, and the gender
equity agendas for generations.
The two reports will primarily use the National
Health Workforce Accounts (NHWA) as the main
source of data. NHWA are country-led systems that
aim at improving availability, quality, analysis and
use of health workforce data for policy
development. In many countries, NHWA data
collection efforts can be enhanced by contributions
from employers, regulatory councils, educational
institutions, professional associations, unions, and
population based surveys.
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The WHO encourage Chief Nursing Officers from each
country to coordinate the data collection process. All
data must be collated and validated by the the middle
of 2019. The second half of 2019 will be dedicated to
data analysis and report writing to be ready for a
launch during the 73rd World Health Assembly.
The WHO’s State of the World’s Nursing Report will be
developed
in
close
collaboration
with
the
International Council of Nurses (ICN) and the Nursing
Now campaign. The State of the World’s Midwifery
Report will be a joint endeavour of the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), and the International
Confederation of Midwives.
To ensure the most robust evidence base for the State
of the World’s Nursing and the State of the World’s
Midwifery 2020 Reports, broad engagement of
nursing and midwifery leaders and stakeholders is
needed. Government officials have an important role
in leading the data collection, validation, and policy
dialogue processes, engaging relevant stakeholders.
The decision by WHO to produce the first ever State
of the World’s Nursing Report is an exciting initiative
and comes at a time when global health leaders are
focused on two important outcomes for their
populations: universal health coverage and the
achievement of the sustainable development goals.
All nurses and midwives understand that, as the
largest component of any health workforce
worldwide, they have an important role to play in
achiving those two outcomes.
The recognition by the WHO of the important role
played by nurses and midwives by the production of
the State of the World’s Nursing Report and the third
State of the World’s Midwifery Report places a big
responsiblility on nursing and midwifery professional
associations and unions and individual nurses and
midwives to be actively involved in the process and
ensure that the voices and views of nurses and
midwives are reflected in both reports.
Urgent action for CNMF members
1. Be informed – what is happening in your country
in relation to data collection. Who is responsible?
2. Be involved – Make contact. Be on the committee.
Provide data. Provide comment.
3. Take action – Make sure that the data that
becomes part of the State of the World’s Nursing
or Midwifery from your country is accurate and
reflects the views of nurses and midwives.
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A Bold Step for Nursing
‘’Legacy of Light’’
Nurses are everywhere, in every corner of the world,
working day and night, helping others in need. Their
impact is immeasurable. 2020 is the bicentennial year
of the birth of Florence Nightingale, who is considered
the mother of modern nursing, and a new and exciting
initiative is taking the bold step of bringing nursing’s
story into the spotlight on the international stage, with
a feature film and transmedia campaign called Legacy
of Light.
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13th CNMF Europe Region Conference
8-9 March 2019
St Paul’s Bay Malta
The 13th CNMF Europe Region Conference will be held
8-9 March 2019 in beautiful Malta hosted by the Malta
Midwives and Nurses Union (MUMN). The Conference
is open to all CNMF members and friends. For further
information, ‘Call for Abstracts’ and registration details
go to: http://www.commonwealthnurses.org.

__________________________
The film and accompanying transmedia campaign
brings to life the Florence Nightingale story –
celebrating the impact one individual can have – while
inspiring others to make a difference. There has never
been a better time than now to raise awareness of
people whose courage, commitment, and innovation
are changing the course of history.
The film is a venture of the Nightingale Initiative for
Global Health (NIGH), jointly founded in 2004, by Dr
Barbara
Dossey
and
Dr
Deva-Marie
Beck
(http://www.nighvision.net/). Dr Beck is well known
to CNMF members having delivered inspiring plenary
presentations at each CNMF conference.
NIGH is a grassroots, nurse-inspired movement to
increase global concern for and commitment to human
health. NIGH’s mission is to engage the common
values and wisdom of millions of nurses, midwives and
concerned citizens, and to act as a catalyst for the
transformation of individuals, communities and
society for the achievement of a healthy world.
For more information or to participate or donate
go to:
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/spotligh
t-on-nursing-the-epic-nightingale-story#/.

5th Commonwealth Nurses and Midwives
Conference

SAVE THE DATES
The CNMF Board have confirmed that the 5th
Commonwealth Nurses and Midwives Conference
will be held Friday 6th and Saturday 7th March 2020
in London, United Kingdom. The conference will
again be held at the Royal College of Physicians,
Regent’s Park London, UK. The ‘Call for Abstracts’
will be available 1 October this year.

__________________________

24th CNMF Biennial Meeting of Members
The 24th CNMF Biennial Meeting of Members will be
held the day before the conference on Thursday 5th
March 2020 in London, United Kingdom. The
Biennial Meeting of Members is the decision making
body of the CNMF. Reports are received from the
President, Executive Secretary, Treasurer and
Regional Board Members and changes to the CNMF
Constitution and two new policy statements will be
debated.

